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Whereby having joined forces with 13 regional public bodies in
five EU countries plus Norway to establish the networking of re-
gional airports, regional airlines and regional transport authorities
under the framework of the EU Interreg Ill B Programme, in order
to improve the integration of rural and maritime areas within nati-
onal and international transport networks (see Annex 1, Annex 2);

Whereby taking into account the strategic objectives of EU po-
licies (including White Papers) for the improvement of regional
accessibility, social and economic cohesion, spatial development,
and regional competitiveness (see Annex 3);

Whereby taking into account the initiatives and opinions, amongst
others, of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Eu-
rope, the Committee of Regions and the North Sea Commission,
on regional airports (see Annex 3);

Whereby making due regard to the findings of the ,SEAPLANE
Project Report on Activity 1 in which the socio-economic im-
portance of adequate scheduled services between a peripheral
region‘s airport and a network airport has been elaborated (see
Annex 4);

And based on the findings of the SEAPLANE project so far,
the partners have concluded that:

Regional airports constitute an important element in regional eco-
nomic development as they contribute added value to regional
economies located in peripheral regions.

Regional airports provide the crucial infrastructure necessary to
secure the lifeline air services and to ensure a region‘s accessi-
bility to and from national and international economic centres is
maintained.

Linking airports of peripheral regions to national and international
network airports with sufficient frequency to offer suitable inter-
lining opportunities facilitates the EU policy objectives of social
and economic cohesion, spatial development, and improvement
of regional competitiveness.

The current process of slot allocation at congested EU national
and international network airports hinders the retention and deve-
lopment of air services to and from peripheral regions at adequa-
te levels of frequency and service, and at acceptable schedules.
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We therefore call upon the Commission of the European Union to establish policies
for the implementation of the following measures:

Amendment of the existing slot allocation rules at co-ordinated EU national and internatio-
nal network airports to ensure that existing services to peripheral regional airports can be
retained and developed, and new (or previously served) routes encouraged to operate (see
Annex 5).

Revision of the rules for Public Service Obligations (PSO) to ensure the continuity of regional
air services to peripheral areas (see Annex 6).

The provision of start-up aid, such as is provided by route development funds, for the inaugu-
ration of new regional air routes from peripheral regions, including access to network airports,
and for promoting non-road and inter modal transport links.

The development and monitoring of EU policies to ensure the provision of sufficient runway
capacity and the optimum use of existing runways at European network airports in order to
secure and increase access for existing or future regional air services to peripheral regional
airports (see Annex 7).
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